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Scripture Passages:
1) Psalm 133



2) 2 Peter 3:14-18
Peter’s Primary Concern: As you know we have been making our way through Peter’s second letter to the church.  This letter was not written to a specific church, instead it was written to specific issues that seemed to be arising within many churches.  

     Peter’s primary concern was about false teaching, particularly false teaching concerning the end of time and Christ’s second coming.  Peter’s concern with false teachers relates to how false teaching erodes faith.  Peter wants the church to be a place where people’s faith is built up not torn down.

Living with Mystery: In reference to end of time issues, Scripture is very clear that we will simply not know when Christ will return.  As Peter says here and Scripture states other places Christ will return like a thief in the night.  While that image has very negative connotations, particularly if you have ever experienced a break-in, I think the purpose of the image is simply to stress the fact that we can’t know when Christ will return.  
     Now if you are like me and believe that we enter our eternal home upon our death, then we at least know that Christ will return for us upon our death.  We also know then, that in comparison to eternity, God’s frame of reference, that Christ’s return is imminent for all of us. Even if we live to be a hundred years old, that is a blink of the eye compared to eternity.  
     Now of course as you are aware there are widely varying opinions about all of these eschatological issues.  I am not claiming to be right about them, I am simply sharing with you the perspective that I have at the moment.
     The reality, it seems to me, is that end of life, and end of time issues will always be shrouded in mystery.  In Peter’s final words of this letter he encourages the readers to be at peace.  I think one aspect to that peace is being at peace with the mystery of God.  Today I want us to be reflecting on this topic of peace, which I think has many facets to it.  So listen as Peter brings his letter to a close.  Read 2 Peter 3:14-18.

Waiting: “Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.”  This verse is a wonderful summary of Peter’s letter.  He begins by addressing our waiting.  He addresses that like God is patient with us, we too are called to live with patience.  This time, right now, is a time of waiting for eternity.  God’s Kingdom has come, and is continuing to come.  We wait for that final coming.  That defines our present situation from a theological perspective.  We are waiting.  

     So what are we to be doing while we wait?  Peter suggests three things.  First, we are to live confidently in our salvation.  Christ’s life, death, and resurrection have brought salvation to the world.  If we choose to receive that tremendous gift of grace we can live confidently and freely in that salvation.  Second, we are to live Holy and Godly lives.  The translators chose to use the words without spot or blemish, but the idea here is to live Holy and Godly lives just as we have been talking about.  Then thirdly, Peter tells us to live at peace.  Peter encourages us to live in a way that Christ will find our hearts and minds at peace.  It is this third responsibility that Peter gives us that I want to focus on today.  
Be at Peace: For several millennia the church has been teaching Disciples of Christ to great each other with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”  Then we are to respond, “And also with you.”  For some reason, we resist saying that to each other.  We find it easier to talk about how the Tigers are doing, or ask about the kids.  

     That in and of itself makes a statement about our level of peace with Christ.  It is hard to offer the peace of Christ to someone else if we are not at peace with Christ ourselves.  The peace of Christ be with you.
Unsure: I think a part of the struggle here is that we are not confident in our identity as children of God and we do not feel assured of our salvation.  It is hard to have peace when we are not sure who we are, and we are not sure of our future.

Our Identity: Who are you?  I know for myself, that I quickly forget who I am.  My identity quickly shifts from being a precious child of God, to the pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw, or Samuel or Hanna’s Dad, or Deb’s husband, or the Chief Chaplain, or Coach Abbott, or Jan and Vern’s son, or Sherri’s brother.  Each of those titles is a part of my life, but none of them identify me fully or even correctly.  If my identity for instance, which it often does, gets wrapped up in being the pastor of this church, then who I am depends on how we are doing as a congregation, and whether people like me, and whether the sermon is any good, or whether people liked the music, or whether there are mistakes in the bulletin, or whether people are joining or leaving, or whether we are financially above water.  If I try to base my identity on any of that there is no peace for my spirit, there is only anxiety and worry about failure, and then probably shame and regret.  
     It is the same if I try to base my identity on Deb or the kids, or my parents or anyone else.  Of course if you are anything like me, I pray your not, but you probably are then we do this all the time.  We try to base our identity on our relationships with others, or on what we accomplish, or on how we look, or the clothes we wear, or what we own.  But that road only leads to anxiety, to restlessness, to a sense of failure.  Going down that road does not lead to peace.  The peace of Christ be with you.
     There is peace when we rest in the fact that our true identity is as a precious child of God.  That is who you are.  That is who I am.  The peace of Christ be with you.

Our Future: We probably don’t think about our eternal future as much as we do about our identity, but when we do, if we are unsure of our future then we will find ourselves again filled with anxiety, fear and restlessness.  Particularly in our culture we have worked really hard to separate ourselves from the reality of death.  We have worked really hard to create the illusion that we will live this life forever.  I think those choices as a culture, reflect our lack of assurance in God’s salvation.  But friends, through Christ our salvation is assured.  We have nothing to fear.  Our future is secure.  We can trust in God’s promises.  We can trust in God’s grace.  Our future is eternity.  The peace of Christ be with you.
Community Peace: We all long for peace.  We long for a spirit that is quiet and still.  We long for a spirit free of fear and worry.  We long for our insides, our hearts and minds to flutter with joy rather than anxiety.  When we base our identity on God and we are assured of our salvation then our spirits can be at peace.  Then we can truly know the peace of Christ.  And when we know the peace of Christ as individuals, then that peace can become a part of our communities.

     We know that David wrote many of the Psalms.  We also know that David’s life, even though he was king, was a mess.  His relationships with women were a disaster.  His attempts at parenting were horrendous.  He did write some wonderful songs.  He seemed to have a pleasing singing voice.  His leadership skills were strong, but his relationships were rocky at best.  David’s life was never at peace.  

     At some point in David’s life, however, his spirit was at peace and he brought that peace to his relationships.  When he did that he couldn’t believe the result.  He was shocked.  He wrote, “How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!”  This moment of peace, may have been just that, a brief moment in time, but David experienced it as a tremendous gift.  He was in awe of the experience of a community living at peace with each other.
The Local Church: God has made us for community.  As humans we can’t live alone.  We need each other.  I think Christ created the church, so that we could be communities of peace in this broken world.  I think this is one of the ways that we are a light to the world by providing communities of peace, communities that live well together.  

     But in order to be communities of peace, we first must be individuals at peace.  If we are just a bunch of anxious, nervous, fearful people when we get together that is not going to be a very peaceful situation.  We experience this regularly at our family Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.  We tolerate them because they are our family, but they are not peaceful times.  Christ has created the church to be communities of peace in an anxious world.  But we can’t be a peaceful community, unless those of us in the community are at peace ourselves.  As we grow in our internal, personal peace, we will have more peace with each other, and the greater our light will shine upon the world.  
Conclusion: The peace of Christ be with you!  The peace of Christ is real.  The peace of Christ is for our anxious spirits.  The peace of Christ is for our anxious communities.  I pray that we will grow in our trust of Christ’s peace and then give ourselves to it.  The peace of Christ be with you!  Amen.

