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"God’s Patience"

Scripture Passages:
1) Psalm 85



2) 2 Peter 3:8-13
Review: Two weeks ago we celebrated with our graduating seniors.  As Peter’s writing challenges all of us, I challenged the graduates to be on the lookout for false teachers and false teaching.  I encouraged them to stay focused on the teaching of Christ.  
     Last Sunday we celebrated with our super seniors, those faithful people who have been participating in the life of this congregation for at least the last 55 years.  Peter’s letter challenges all of us and I challenged the super seniors to remember God’s faithfulness and then share it.  One of the greatest gifts we have to give each other and the world is our stories of God’s faithfulness.  Stories of God’s faithfulness buoy are faith and help us stay strong.  
     With those two challenges in mind let us take a look at Peter’s words to us today.  Read 2 Peter 3:8-13.
Scoffers: For the last couple of weeks we have been hearing about the false teachers that were causing problems in the churches that Peter was writing to.  One of the theological ideas that the false teachers were trying to pick apart and debunk was the idea that Jesus would return, that there would be a second coming, and then a day of reckoning.  The false teachers scoffed at this idea.  They made of fun it.  They derided it.  They laughed at the disciples of Jesus for believing this foolishness.

     Their primary reason for poking fun at the idea of Jesus’ second coming was that it had been reported and the apostles had been teaching that Jesus would return before the first generation of believers died.  That had not happened.  By the time of this letter many of the first disciples had died and Jesus had not returned.  The false teachers were using this situation as a way to get their foot in the door, to instill doubts in the hearts of the faithful.  Obviously Peter’s letter suggests that their false teaching was working, people were beginning to follow the scoffers.
Scoffers Today: This has been and always will be the case.  There are always voices in the culture, people in our lives who scoff at our faith, who laugh at us for believing in God.  And just like the scoffers that Peter was addressing the scoffers of today also try to instill doubts in our hearts.  I would say that today’s most common scoffing line is: “Well if God is so loving, then why . . . .?”  You can fill in the blank.  Why is their tragedy, why is their war, why do bad things happen to good people.  We hear this all the time, and as a result people laugh at us for our belief.  People laugh at us for wasting our time gathering with others for worship.  As people laugh at us seeds of doubt get planted within our minds and hearts.
God is Patient: Peter seeks to address growing doubt by giving us some needed insight into the character of God.  What Peter reminds us of here is that one of the ways that God expresses the Divine love is through patience.  First, Peter reminds us that God’s frame of reference for time is eternity.  That means that God’s understanding of time differs greatly from ours.  Peter then says that God’s greatest desire is for all of humanity to understand their need for a savior.  God’s greatest desire is for all of humanity to come to a place of repentance.  God wants creation to have as much time as possible to realize their need for a relationship with their Creator.  Our God is patient with us.  For all of us that is good news.
Take on God’s Nature: The first week we studied this letter we talked about the radical idea that we can take on God’s nature.  So since God is patient with us we are to be patient as well.  We are to be patient with God, with each other, and I think even with ourselves.

     So often we want God to work on our time-line.  When we send up our prayer e-mail to God we want God to e-mail us back immediately.  When we pray to God we want action.  We want God to be at our beck and call.  We want God to serve us rather than for us to serve God.  We so often try to switch places with God.  We have to be patient with the reality that God’s perspective on time differs vastly from ours.  We have to be patient with the reality that God has a bigger picture view than we have.  If as I have been recently suggesting that our lives are interconnected then we have to realize that God can take that all into account in a way that we cannot.  We need to be patient with God.
     We also need to be patient with others.  God is patient with us, so we also need to be patient with the journey of other people.  It is so easy for us to look at someone else’s life and say, “Why don’t they do this, or why are they doing that?”  It is so easy for us to think that we could fix everyone else’s life with little effort.  We need to be patient with each other, allowing people to travel their own journey with God on their own time-table.  We need to be patient with others.

Holy Lives: We also need to be patient with ourselves.  I want to add the caveat, however, that we are patient with ourselves within the framework of being intentional about our faith journey.  Peter reminds his readers, that while we wait patiently for God, our job is to live holy and godly lives.  To be patient with oneself is not a get out of jail free card, or a free pass out of your latest predicament, or a closing of the eyes as you go on living however you want.  As Disciples of Christ, our job is to live holy, godly lives, or as we have been talking about, “Holy Other” lives.  We are to be patient with ourselves within that context.
     What does that mean?  Well as we know we can’t be perfect.  We can’t know everything.  We can’t anticipate every need.  We can’t love completely.  We can’t make others happy.  We are not transformed into who God is calling us to be overnight.  Our transformation into new creatures is a life-long process.  We need to have patience with ourselves during this life-long journey, but we need to be intentional about living holy and godly lives.
My Journey: After worship next Sunday, I hop in the car and start driving to south central, New York State.  I am going to spend a week at a Benedictine Monastery.  I am really looking forward to that time away, because I am exhausted, and I know that I am exhausted because my life is not well balanced at the moment.  I need to spend some time figuring out, how I establish a healthier balance, so that I can live more fully into the holiness that God is calling me into.  I am trying to be both intentional and patient with my journey.

Be Intentional: I am not suggesting that you should go to a Benedictine Monastery although some of you might find that a helpful experience for your faith journey.  I am suggesting with Peter that the best way for us to be prepared for the scoffers of our lives, is to be intentional about living holy and godly lives.  Each of us needs to find ways to foster our own spiritual growth, or else the seeds planted by the scoffers around us will grow within us and erode our faith.  Discipleship is choosing to be purposeful, or intentional about the pursuit of holiness.  That purposeful journey will probably look different for each of us because we are all different.  But we need to be intentional.  
     Peter gives us the great gift of reminding us that our God is patient with us as we live this life.  That is great news because it frees us up to be patient with each other, with ourselves, and with God.  God’s patience, however, does not set us free to live carelessly with either God or neighbor.  God’s patience frees us up to pursue holiness, ignoring the scoffers in our lives.  God’s nature is to be patient, but we don’t want to abuse that gift.  Let us be a people who choose to pursue holiness while giving thanks for God’s patience with us.  Amen.
